
The Geological Society 
 
LIBRARY USERS GROUP 
Minutes from the Library Users Group meeting held on 14 October 2014 at Burlington 
House 

 
PRESENT: John Perry (Chair, Atkins), Rob Butler (University of Aberdeen), 
Heather Rowland (Society of Antiquaries), Mike Simmons (Halliburton), Neal 
Marriott (Director of Publishing, Library and Information Services, GSL) 
Fabienne Michaud (Library and Information Services Manager, GSL) 

 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

       No apologies were noted. 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
John Perry is employed by Atkins, a Corporate Affiliate of the Society. 
 
3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5 JUNE 2014 
These were approved. 
  
4. MATTERS ARISING 
(5) The Malawi and historical map scans are now available on the Library PCs. 
Download time is extremely slow. Neal Marriott will discuss this again with Kevin 
Perry, Network Administrator, to see how the situation can be improved. 
 
(6) The new literature search pricing structure was approved by PIC in July but 
may need to be presented again. Rob Butler and Mike Simmons reiterated that 
the new prices for literature searches were reasonable for a professional service 
and would not deter corporate organisations from using the service. The full 
economic costs and marketing options will need to be investigated once it has 
been approved by Council. 
 
5. LIBRARY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 
The Library Management System paper was noted. LUG asked Fabienne 
Michaud to contact Heritage to obtain more definitive data conversion costs 
before the Finance and Planning Committee and Council meet in November. 

 
6. E-RESOURCE ACQUISITION POLICY 
The E-resource acquisition policy was approved. Neal Marriott will present at the 
next meeting the paper he wrote at the request of David Shilston (former GSL 
President) and Adam Law (GSL Treasurer) on digitising Library resources. The 
paper clearly highlights that it would be easier and cheaper to purchase more 
recent electronic archives than digitise the existing print collections.  
 
Rob Butler expressed some concern at the idea of disposing of hard copy titles to 
address space issues as often digitised versions (particularly images) are not as 
good as the originals although he remarked that they are likely to be accessed 
more if an online version is available. Mike Simmons agreed and added that 
making material more readily accessible was a much better argument. Heather 
Rowland said that it should be part of a preservation project. The Society of 
Antiquaries, for instance, have used Cambridge University Press to digitise their 
journals. She recommended cherry picking titles and perhaps exploring a print on 
demand service. Fabienne Michaud explained that she would be in favour of 
retaining on site rare, unique and/or well used material and sending off-site lesser 
used books and journals. Items which have been sold or disposed of in the recent 
past were either duplicates or out of scope. Library catalogues from similar 
organisations such as the Natural History Museum and the British Geological 
Survey are also thoroughly checked before a decision is made. 
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Mike Simmons suggested requesting samples before considering purchasing 
electronic journal archives. Fabienne Michaud informed LUG that there should be 
some further savings from switching to e- only with 10-20 journal titles in 2015. 
The money saved could be used to acquire one or two new online journal titles. 
Mike Simmons recommended the removal of the Arabian Journal of Geosciences 
from the wish list as it is a poor quality title. Rob Butler said that the Library 
should definitely consider subscribing to Tectonics again since it now appears to 
be affordable and unavailable in many university libraries. LUG also agreed that 
Icarus would be of limited interest to the Fellowship and should be removed from 
the e-journal wish list. 
 
Once the budget has been approved by Council in November, LUG will look 
again at the wish lists and a more refined version presented at the Science 
Committee. 

 
7. PROGRESS REPORT AGAINST THE LIBRARY STRATEGY 
The progress report against the Library Strategy was noted. It will be reformatted 
to include a column for the progress update and another with the latest progress 
update. It will be presented annually to the PIC meeting in March and at Council 
by Neal Marriott. 
 
Rob Butler asked that the progress report also appeared on the Library Strategy 
web page and links to the Library Users Group web page.  

   
8. LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SERVICES REPORT 
The LIS paper was noted. Rob Butler suggested linking the William Smith County 
maps from the Picture Library to the relevant 100 Geosites Flickr images. 
Fabienne Michaud will also remind Anne Davenport (Head of Sales, Marketing 
and Distribution) to promote the County map prints again on the Online Bookshop 
before Christmas. 

 
9. PLATE TECTONICS ARCHIVE WORKING GROUP UPDATE 
The Plate Tectonics Archive Working Group (PTAWG) update paper was noted. 
LUG discussed the possible inclusion of a new member to the Working Group 
who could help ‘tell the story’. Jonathan Turner (Chair of PTAWG) and Fabienne 
Michaud will consider LUG’s suggestions and agree before the next meeting in 
February on who to invite. 

 
10. REPORTING TO THE PUBLICATIONS AND INFORMATION COMMITTEE 

(PIC) 
The LIS report, Plate Tectonics Archive Working Group update, Library 
Management System, E-resource acquisition policy (excluding the wish lists) will 
be reported at PIC on the 13th of November. Neal Marriott will discuss with Colin 
North (Chair of PIC) how to include the Literature search new pricing structure on 
the PIC agenda. 

 
11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Fellows’ Room plans - Neal Marriott explained that the use of Library space 
needed to be looked at in the context of Burlington House’s ten-year lease. If the 
Society is to invest in the fabric in the building, it needs to do so in the next 2-3 
years. Heather Rowland confirmed that the long term occupancy of the building 
was a major issue and that space had to also be looked at and developed for the 
public benefit. She confirmed that the lease will be renewed in January 2015. 
John Perry said that it was important to look at how Library rooms were used.  
Neal Marriott agreed that the Library had to be looked at as a whole but that the 
Fellows’ Room needed particular attention. Mike Simmons supported the idea of 
transforming the Fellows’ Room into a flexible study space as proposed by 
Fabienne Michaud which would require furniture-based changes only. LUG 
agreed that it would be useful to look at examples of similar organisations with 
equivalent spaces. 
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LUG membership - In the summer, John Perry received two applications from 
Fellows (following an unexpected call for volunteers) and asked the group 
whether they thought LUG required additional members. It was agreed that this 
was not the case but that members of the group would need to plan and 
approach potential new members before the end of their three-year term (for an 
October 2016 start). 
 
12. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 
To be decided. 
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ACTIONS FROM THE MEETING 

Title Action required For when By whom 
Matters arising Discuss with Network Administrator 

how to improve download time of the 
Malawi maps on the Library PCs. 

October 2014 NM 

 Look at full economic costs of the 
service 

December 2014 FM/NM 

 Table marketing options to promote 
the service to Corporate Affiliates 

December 2014 FM/NM 

Library Management System Request more definitive quotes from 
Heritage for data conversion  

October 2014 FM 

E-resource acquisition policy Present digitisation paper at the next 
LUG meeting 

February 2015 NM 

 Update e-resource wish lists February 2015 FM 
 Refine e-resource wish lists before it 

is presented at the Science 
Committee 

February 2015 All 

Progress report against the 
Library Strategy 

Reformat to include ‘progress update’ 
and ‘latest progress update’ columns. 

February 2015 FM 

 Present yearly update at PIC 16 March 2015 FM 
 Present yearly update at Council Spring 2015 NM 
 Add the progress report to the Library 

Strategy pages and link to the LUG 
page 

October 2014 FM 

LIS report Discuss with Sarah Day (Earth 
Science Communicator) the possibility 
of linking the geosites Flickr pages to 
County maps on the Picture Library 

October 2014 FM 

Plate Tectonics Archive 
Working Group  

Discuss and agree with Jonathan 
Turner on additional member to help 
‘tell the story’  

October 2014 FM 

Reporting to PIC LIS report 13 Nov 2014 FM 
 Plate Tectonics Archive Working 

Group 
13 Nov 2014 FM 

 Library Management System 13 Nov 2014 FM/JP 
 E- resource acquisition policy 13 Nov 2014 FM/JP 
 Discuss how to include new literature 

search pricing structure on the PIC 
agenda with Colin North  

October 2014 NM 

AoB Fellows’ Room plans - visit similar 
organisations with equivalent library 
spaces and report to LUG 

Oct 2014-Feb 
2015 

FM 

 LUG membership – approach 
potential new  members  

October 2015- All 

 
Fabienne Michaud 
20 October 2014 


